SPEECH AT EXCELSIOk THEATRE, BOMBAY                     6l

They were given the spinning-wheel and a little money started
trickling in. Today their spinning-wheels have ceased plying.
They have, therefore, to groan for a few coins. There arc many
sisters like these. If I car* tell them that even men and women
like Jayakar, Sarojini, Mrs. Besant, the grand-daughter of Dada-
bhai1, Shastriar, and so on spin, I shall not be ashamed of going
back to them and making them spin again.

I do not^wish to open free kitchens in India; on the contrary,
I want to close them. I look upon free kitchens as black blots on
our face. Hence I wish to make everyone self-reliant. I would not
give a few coins to these women as charity, but would make them
self-reliant. You should perform a sacrifice if you wish to make
these sisters, other poor people and Dheds and Bhangis self-reliant.
Let everyone contribute 2,000 yards of self-spun yarn. Then I
shall deliver swaraj within one year.

But please understand me, I am not talking of a time limit.
I am not saying that swaraj will be secured if you alone spin. I
am positively asserting that swaraj will be secured if everyone
spins. It is certain that if you start spinning, you will thereby make
others spin. The Bhagavad Gita says that masses follow the elite.
It is said that the Prince of \Vales sets the fashion in dress- You
are considered or wish to be considered the elite of India, Would
the others not follow if you set the pace?

I shall, however, not pursue this argument.   Whether swaraj
is attainable through your spinning or not, if you have a fellow-
feeling for the beggar, I shall request you to spin out of sympathy
for him*   You   should identify  yourself with   the  beggar   and
develop a bond of sympathy for him-   Mirabai2 has chanted:
God has bound me with a string of yarn,
I am a puppet in His hands,
I have been stabbed with the dagger of love.

If you have such love for millions of your brothers and sisters,
you should all tie yourselves up with a string of yarn. I know
only this economics and nothing else*

I would refer to another matter. You must have heard news
of the riots at Nagpur. The minds of Hindus as well as Muslims
are rankling. How can I offer them anything else than my three-

!Dadabhai Naoroji (18254917); President, Indian National Congress,
1886, 1893 and 1906
2 Medieval saint-poetess of Rajasthan; queen of Mewar; she spent her
days in devotion to Sim Krishna, incurring her husband's displeasure.